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Flexibility and changes: 

How quickly things can change! As we saw over the weekend, with our Premier’s announce-

ment of the return to remote and flexible learning, how quickly and positively our Bendigo 

community can respond. I would like to particularly thank our amazing BVSPS teachers and    

Education Support staff who have responded to the change and worked at lightning fast speed 

to get things ready. The response and support for wearing face coverings across our school 

community has been fantastic too!  

Changes  to remote and flexible learning:  

We will again have students being supported to work at home and some students attending 

on—site too. Teachers planned programmes on Tuesday (the Pupil Free Day) to ‘step you back’ 

into remote learning and activities for on—site also. I know that your child’s class teacher has 

already made contact.  

Please use this Wednesday, Thursday and Friday to get ready, ease back into routines and enjoy 

the fun activities provided. This will help make the transition easier. All families will again need 

to follow their class teacher’s instructions for checking in daily. Our more explicit remote   

learning programmes will formally commence next Monday  10 August.  

Again, we remind you to please do your best to keep the learning going (and don’t forget to 

have fun!) and stay in touch with your class teachers. As per last time, some adjustments will 

take time, but please let us know if you need help, tech support or hints to help make things 

easier to manage. We have always valued working in partnership with our BVSPS families—

together we are stronger! 

Principal’s Day surprise (for this Friday)! 

Amidst all the busyness on Tuesday, our staff and children still found time to make cards, books 

and posters and surprise me with a bunch of flowers! I really don’t know how they managed to 

find the extra energy! I believe every day should be called Principal’s Day! It is an honour to be 

the leader of such an exciting place for children to be educated and we certainly  have lots to be 

proud of at BVSPS. 

Keeping things going …. 

There is a great motivational speaker, (Chris Helder) who is an expert at finding the positive in 

some really challenging situations. Here are a couple of his  quotes: 

Identify what gets results in your life and do more of it. This is called ‘coding success’.  

Don’t’ underestimate the impact you can make with acts of kindness.   

Mandy Costello  Principal          Be Your Best!    

Amanda.Costello@education.vic.gov.au       Sharon.Frappell@education.vic.gov.au    

http://www.benviolet.vic.edu.au
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Updates and reminders for families:  

Just a summary of organisational things: 

1. Students will be learning at home and on-site at school every day. Remember we all 
need water, food, fresh air and regular movement (exercise!) to help this process. 

2. Your child’s teacher is your first point of contact and support. They continue to remind 
you to please stay in touch with them.  

3. Your child’s teacher will let you know about arrangements for receiving work plans, 
daily check ins and designated Webex times. They may still be co-ordinating them this 
week—so you will hear asap! 

4. Most children have received their packs of home learning materials. If not, they are 
awaiting collection in the foyer (just before you enter the school office) in baskets la-
belled for each grade. Please be conscious of social distancing. We ask that only one 
person at a time enter that area. This is the new space for any items being collected or 
dropped off at school please !   

5. Absences will need to be reported please. Either email your child’s teacher, phone or 
text the school, use the absence line or the Parent Portal on Sentral. Then we can fol-
low up—we don’t want your child to miss out on things! 

6. We have listened to your feedback and modified some of the work requirements. We 
strongly support our ‘hands on learning’ philosophy—thus our commitment to Play 
Based land Inquiry Learning at BVSPS. Get actively involved: engage, explore, explain, 
elaborate and evaluate things whilst learning! Yes—computers are another tool to use 
for learning, but we also need to  use pencils and pens, paper, scissors, books and 
games.  

7. Lessons are sent via an on –line process—but many of our learning activities provided 
do not require a computer to complete them. If you need more paper, counters, die, 
pencils – let us know!  

8. Remember that we all learn when we are a little bit out of our comfort zone. Peter Sul-
livan (the fellow that lead our last Maths PD)  calls it the ‘struggle zone’.  The struggle is 
a learning space.  

9. Trust yourself as an adult—there is no 
COVID remote learning handbook for 
parents- or teachers either! We are 
learning as well .    

10. Be kind to yourself. Look after yourself 
and laugh.  
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Pre-loved uniforms are currently available by appointment only.  Please call the office to set up a time to 

come and view the items we have available.  If you have been having a clean out, we welcome any          

donations of pre-loved items.  Please wash any items you have to donate and store in a plastic bag to drop 

off with a staff member when you are dropping your child to school.  Thank you! 

 

Regular Events 

Camp Australia OSHC 

 Every day, Monday to Friday 3- 6pm 

Library Club  

Cancelled until further notice. 

YOGA 

Cancelled until further notice. 

Brekky Club  

Wednesdays on-site 

Toasties and milo before school. 

FUN FIT FRIDAY 

Cancelled until further notice. 

ASSEMBLY  

Online option being explored.  Watch this space! 

Special Events 

Wednesday 5th August 

Remote and flexible learning starts 

Week starting Monday 17 August 

Celebrating Book Week 

Wednesday 2nd September 

Indigenous Literacy Day 

Sunday 6th September 

Father’s Day 

Monday 14th September 

School Council Meeting via Webex 

Friday 18th September 

Last day of Term 3 
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 July 
FOUNDATION Quarrier 

Nyah—8th             Lexi—9th 

Angus—11th         Jack—11th 

Ana—22nd 

Jetta—28th 

FOUNDATION Lowe 

Cooper—6th 

 

1/2 Douglas 

Archer—1st 

Caitlin—1st 

1/2 Wadley 

Braxtyn—10th 

Milla—11th 

Claire—20th 

 

1/2 M-B 

 

3/4 Kennedy 

Freya—1st 

Madison B.—6th 

Olive—25th 

3/4 Kirkpatrick 

Jordan—16th 

 

5/6 Condon 

Nadia—3rd 

 

5/6 Fasham 

Harry—23rd 
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7th August 
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For more information, please visit: https://playistheway.com.au/ 

Our school values: Integrity, Respect, Honesty and Inclusion. We are a Child Safe school. 

 

 

Once more we head down the rabbit hole for another stint of remote learning and these virtues may be 

tested. If you’re anything like me, the news probably brought on equal parts resignation (it probably needs 

to happen), frustration (but we were just starting to really make great progress at school) and thought 

(how can I make it work even better next time?). 

Personally, as someone who has a four year old and an eight year old at home to take care of, as well as 

my job to do, I think the answer is balance. Our children aren’t at school, so things may look different. Find 

a routine that works for you. If following the school day timetable and clocking off at 3:00 works for you, 

great. If your child can get all their work done by lunchtime and you can then spend the afternoon          

together doing other things, great.  If the house is chaotic and things aren’t getting done, go for a walk.    

Do what works for you and your children.  

From a teacher’s perspective all I ask is that you communicate with your child's teacher what you do and 

don’t need. We want to be able to help you as much as possible. Enjoy. 

David Morrison-Blunck 

Part of Wilson McCaskill’s ‘Play is the Way’ program is about developing empathy 

in children. As such we explore the virtues of good manners, friendliness, courage, 

persistence/resilience, tolerance/acceptance and  compassion.  

Balance is the key to everything. 

“Do what you can, with what you have, where you are.” 
Theodore Roosevelt 

https://playistheway.com.au/
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Remember you can access Reading Eggs at home at www.readingeggs.com 

The Foundation classes have been reading         

Dreamtime stories.  They have greatly enjoyed        

listening to these stories and creating their own 

Dreamtime stories.  In these photos you can see 

their versions of Dunbi the Owl made from air-dry 

clay. 
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Email Mr Tooley at: 

Steven.Tooley@education.vic.gov.au 

PE with Mr Tooley 

https://tinyurl.com/y9tz2pmn 

As you will all be well aware PE has looked a little different 

this year with the majority of interschool sport and           

excursions unable to go ahead. It is important for us in this 

time to focus on the positives we can control. It has been 

fantastic to see all the photos of our students enjoying 

movement through gymnastics. Unfortunately we had to 

miss our last session due to the transition to home learning 

(parents will receive a credit for this). Now more than ever 

it is important for us to remain active to receive the         

benefits from physical activity.  

Remember physical activity   

releases endorphins which 

make us feel good. I will be 

posting  activities for you to try 

on my YouTube Channel:  

PE With Mr Tooley.                    

I will  also see you on Webex 

for a short weekly PE session.  

Mr. Tooley 

https://tinyurl.com/y9tz2pmn
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvBHgAcEEwACH4JbVoHQJtg


 

VIOLET STREET 

BENDIGO PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 

Gymnastics is one of the most popular programs we 

run here at Violet Street PS.                                           

The children absolutely love it! 
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Here is the land,  

Here is the sky. 

Here are your friends and here are mine. 

We stand together, 

Hand in hand 

To respect and honour the Dja Dja Wurrung: 

Traditional owners of this land 

Celebrate Children’s Day 
 

National Aboriginal and Torres Strait           
Islander Children’s Day is a time for            
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families 
and communities to celebrate the strengths 
and culture of our children. It is celebrated 
every year on 4th August. 

Shakaya Radovic: I would like to teach people 

about the Aboriginal symbols like these: 

Mia Priest, what is one favourite thing 

about your culture?  

To me being Aboriginal is a gift, and my 

most of all favourite things about it is 

that I can share it along with   others, 

and that in some parts I am different to 

others. That I won’t have nothing       

exciting to talk about because I do, I   

always will and that is my culture. 
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Students recognised National Tree Day with a variety of activities including a Tree discovery 

walk around the school and some biodiversity planting of understory flowers and grasses. 

Here are grade 5/6 students busy planting in our Webster street garden. 

Some of our families will have already benefitted 

from our seedling sharing program funded                   

through Healthy Heart Bendigo.                                         

Remember to keep watering those                                                                     

babies if the weather remains dry! 

 

 We are also sharing seedlings with local community 

groups including Eaglehawk Pre School.                              

Here is Sarah  Brenner with two trays for the                 

preschool sensory garden. 

National Tree Day 

Seedling sharing 



Service Details: 

Our operating hours  

3pm-6pm weekdays 

Phone:  

0408 592 784 

Email: 

Bendigo@oshccampaustralia.com.au 

Week 4 Term 3  

Welcome to week 4. This week at Bendigo Violet 

Street OSHC we will be exploring music.  Through 

this week we are going to do different activities and 

games where the group will have the opportunity to 

dance to different genres of music as well as cre-

ating their own beats and rhythms both individually 

and as a group. 

Our OSHC program will remain open for any families 

requiring after school care from Wednesday this 

week. 

Outside School Hours Care makes it possible for parents to work or attend to other commitments,     

secure in the knowledge that their children are being cared for by qualified Educators in a safe and    

supportive environment.  

At Bendigo Violet Street, we know that the time spent at OSHC before and after school is a time for  

possibilities. Every session is guided by the children’s’ interests and reflects their dreams and                

imagination.  

Having already spent the day in a classroom, children need the opportunity and space to explore their 

own interests – whether that be sports, craft or cooking – as opposed to being asked to absorb more 

information (unless there’s homework your child needs help with!). 

It’s a time to form friendships outside their immediate classmates, to grow and learn, and/or to try 

something new. There’s no travel time, traffic or complicated arrangements to be made, so your child 

can leave the classroom and be playing soccer, eating a healthy snack or learning how to play a board 

game within minutes of leaving the classroom. 

To find out more about our Camp Australia OSHC service please visit our website 

at www.campaustralia.com.au or call our friendly Customer Care Team on 1300 105 343. The team are 

available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week (except National Public Holidays). 

We look forward to seeing you and your family soon! 

From Kaitlin, Lani and the Team at Camp Australia  

http://www.campaustralia.com.au/

